[Siblings of chronically ill adolescents: does chronic illness have effects on their development potentials?].
Sibling relationships have been studied by developmental psychologists for a long time. Whereas previous research on this topic was focused on examining variables such as gender, age differences and sibling sequence, recent research efforts have directed more attention towards understanding the functions siblings perform for one another and what kinds of emotional relationships exist between them. In this regard, we became interested in identifying the special burdens which siblings of chronically sick children and adolescents must deal with. Two case studies are presented here selected from the research findings obtained from investigation in our research project. Coping with chronic illness as seen in juvenile diabetes. These case studies demonstrate that healthy siblings of chronically sick adolescents may be subjected to considerable burdens and illustrate, as well, the kinds of coping mechanisms siblings adopt in order to deal with them.